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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Isaiah 55:10-11 
Thus says the Lord: ‘As 
the rain and the snow come 
down from the heavens 
and do not return without 
watering the earth, making 
it yield and giving growth 
to provide seed for the 
sower and bread for the 
eating, so the word that 
goes from my mouth does 
not return to me empty, 
without carrying out my 
will and succeeding in 
what it was sent to do.’

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM
Ps 64:10-14
The seed that falls on good 
ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest.

SECOND READING
Romans 8:18-23 
I think that what we suffer 
in this life can never be 
compared to the glory, as 
yet unrevealed, which is 
waiting for us. The whole creation is 
eagerly waiting for God to reveal his 
sons. It was not for any fault on the 
part of creation that it was made 
unable to attain its purpose, it was 
made so by God; but creation still 
retains the hope of being freed, like 
us, from its slavery to decadence, to 
enjoy the same freedom and glory as 
the children of God. From the 
beginning till now the entire 
creation, as we know, has been 
groaning in one great act of giving 
birth; and not only creation, but all 
of us who possess the first-fruits of 
the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as 
we wait for our bodies to be set free.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ 
is the sower; all who come to him 
will live forever. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Matthew 13:1-23 
Jesus left the house and sat by the 
lakeside, but such crowds gathered 
round him that he got into a boat and 
sat there. The people all stood on the 
beach, and he told them many things 
in parables.
  

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out 
to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell 
on the edge of the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. Others fell on 
patches of rock where they found 
little soil and sprang up straight 
away, because there was no depth of 
earth; but as soon as the sun came up 
they were scorched and, not having 
any roots, they withered away. 
Others fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 
Others fell on rich soil and produced 
their crop, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. Listen, 
anyone who has ears!’
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
Fr Charles Gauci (Parish Priest -
involved in another ministry in 2017)
Fr Tony Telford-Sharp (Parish 
Administrator - 8382 1717)
Fr Peter Zwaans (Associate Priest)
Fr Josy Sebastian (Associate Priest)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mrs Annette Roestenburg 
(8553 8281; rostie2@bigpond.com)
(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Wednesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd and 4th Sunday - 4.00pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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RENEWING PARISHES 

4. There is  a warm sense of community 
outreach. 
Pope Francis urges us to go  beyond ourselves, 
and our own natural groups, to others, above 
all, to those in need. We need to find ways to 
make all kinds of people welcome, including 
the young—in the whole experience  of church, 
our symbols, our liturgies, our action.  Our 
parish needs to witness to the mercy and 
generous love of God revealed in Jesus. 
We are also called to reach out to pray and 
work with Christians from other 
denominations and where appropriate , people 
of other faiths. 
♦	  How can we do this better in our 

community? 

Do you have any thoughts or comments 
regarding this first of eight characteristics of 
Parish renewal? 

You may like to use the suggestion box at 
the  back of the church to convey these. 
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 PARISH NOTICES – 09/07/17 

• Thank you to Fr Frank for saying 
Mass for us today. 

• eNext week there will be Mass with 
Fr Tony. 
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

Alma Adams, Eadie Adams, Sid Adams, Peg 
Anderson, Lill Buick,Phil Connell, Henry Dravitzki , 
Paul Glynn, Joyce Grant, Mick Grant, Bill Higgins, 
Monica Hughes, Barry Jameison, Judith Jeffs, Kym 
Moses, Ron Mumford, Alexander Nash, Alice O’Neill, 
Alice O’Driscoll , Charles Reynolds , Nora Ridge, 
Johnny Tully, John Walsh, Tony Walker, Robyn 
Williams and all the faithful departed. 

 

 
 

Kangaroo Island Catholic Parish 

 
 

 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for Chris Baxter, Marj and Jimmy 
Browne,Tony Campana, Cath Cantlon, Denice 
Carter,Charles & Sue Gorman, Joella 
Henderson, John Lavers, Elijah Laundy, Ben 
Martin,Janice Mills,Brendan McDonald, Philip 
McDonald,Peter Murray, Darren Morris, Mick 
Muller Jill Oldfield, Jill Perkins, Margaret Rich, 
Bill Roestenburg, Peter Smith, Linda Tippett, 
Greg Turner, Karen Wales,  and  Rob Wilkinson. 

  May they know the healing love of Christ 
through our actions and His healing presence. 
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UNDERSTANDING GRACE 
MORE DEEPLY

The mark of genuine contrition is 
not a sense of guilt, but a sense of 
sorrow, of regret for having taken a 
wrong turn; just as the mark of living 
in grace is not a sense of our own 
worth but a sense of being accepted 
and loved despite our unworthiness. 
We are spiritually healthy when our 
lives are marked by honest 
confession and honest praise.

Jean-Luc Marion highlights this in a 
commentary on St. Augustine’s 
famous Confessions. He sees 
Augustine’s confession as a work of 
a true moral conscience because it is 
both a confession of praise and a 
confession of sin. Gil Bailie suggests 
that this comment underlines an 
important criterion by which to 
judge whether or not we are living in 
grace: “If the confession of praise is 
not accompanied by the confession 
of sin it an empty and pompous 
gesture. If the confession of sins is 
not accompanied by a confession of 
praise, it is equally vacuous and 
barren, the stuff of trashy magazines 
and tabloid newspapers, a self-
preening parody of repentance.”

Gil is right, but doing both 
confessions at one and the same time 
is not an easy task. We generally find 
ourselves falling into either a 
confession of praise where there is 
no real confession of our own sin; or 
into the “self-preening parody of 
repentance” of a still self-absorbed 
convert, where our confession rings 
hollow because it shows itself more 
as a badge of sophistication than as 
genuine sorrow for having strayed.

In neither case is there a true sense 
of grace. Piet Fransen, whose 
masterful book on grace served as a 
textbook in seminaries and theology 
schools for a generation, submits 
that neither the self-confident 
believer (who still secretly envies the 
pleasures of the amoral that he’s 
missing out on) nor the wayward 

person who converts but still feels 
grateful for his fling, has yet 
understood grace.  We understand 
grace only when we grasp 
existentially what’s inside the 
Father’s words to his older son in the 
parable of the prodigal son: My son, 
you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours.  But we 
had to celebrate and be glad, 
because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.

The older brother would not be bitter 
if he understood that everything his 
father owns is already his, just as he 
would not be envious of the 
pleasures his wayward brother tasted 
if he understood that, in real life, his 
brother had been dead. But it takes a 
deeper grasp of what grace is to 
intuit that, namely, to grasp that life 
inside God’s house dwarfs all other 
pleasures.  The same is true for the 
convert who has given up his 
wayward life but still secretly 
rejoices in the experience and 
sophistication it brought him and 
nurses a condescending pity for the 
less-experienced.  He too has not yet  
really understood grace.

In his book, The Idea of the 
Holy, now considered a classic, 
Rudolf Otto submits that in the 
presence of the holy we will always 
have a double reaction: fear and 
attraction. Like Peter at the 
Transfiguration, we will want to 
build a tent and stay there forever; 
but, like him too before the 
miraculous catch of fish, we will 
also want to say: “Depart from me 
for I am a sinful man.” In the 
presence of the holy, we want to 
burst forth in praise even as we want  
to confess our sins.

That insight can help us to 
understand grace. Piet Fransen 
begins his signature book on 
grace, The New Life of Grace, by 

asking us to imagine this scene: 
Picture a man who lives his life in 
mindless hedonism. He simply 
drinks in the sensual pleasures of 
this world without a thought for 
God, responsibility, or morality. 
Then, after a long life of illicit 
pleasure, he has a genuine deathbed 
conversion, sincerely confesses his 
sins, receives the sacraments of the 
church, and dies in that happy state. 
If our spontaneous reaction to this 
story is: “Well, the lucky fellow! He 
had fling and still made it in the 
end!” we have not yet understood 
grace but instead are still embittered 
moralizers standing like the older 
brother in need of a further 
conversation with our God.

And the same holds true too for the 
convert who still feels that what he’s 
experienced in his waywardness, his 
fling, is a deeper joy than the one 
known by those who have not 
strayed. In this case, he’s come back 
to his father’s house not because he 
senses a deeper joy there but because 
he deems his return an unwanted 
duty, less exciting, less interesting, 
and less joy-filled than a sinful life, 
but a necessary moral exit strategy. 
He too has yet to understand grace.

Only when we understand what the 
father of the prodigal son means 
when he says to the older 
brother: Everything I have is yours”, 
will we offer both a confession of 
praise and a confession of sin.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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Then the disciples went up to him 
and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them 
in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied, 
‘the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven are revealed to you, but they 
are not revealed to them. For anyone 
who has will be given more, and he 
will have more than enough; 
but from anyone who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away. 
The reason I talk to them in parables 
is that they look without seeing and 
listen without hearing or 
understanding. So in their case this 
prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled:

You will listen and listen again, 
but not understand, see and see 
again, but not perceive.
For the heart of this nation has 
grown coarse, their ears are dull 
of hearing, and they have shut 
their eyes, for fear they should see 
with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their heart,
and be converted and be healed by 
me.

‘But happy are your eyes because 
they see, your ears because they 
hear! I tell you solemnly, many 
prophets and holy men longed to see 
what you see, and never saw it; to 
hear what you hear, and never heard 
it.
‘You, therefore, are to hear the 
parable of the sower. When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom 
without understanding, the evil one 
comes and carries off what was 
sown in his heart: this is the man 
who received the seed on the edge of 
the path. The one who received it on 
patches of rock is the man who hears 
the word and welcomes it at once 
with joy. But he has no root in him, 
he does not last; let some trial come, 
or some persecution on account of 
the word, and he falls away at once. 
The one who received the seed in 
thorns is the man who hears the 
word, but the worries of this world 
and the lure of riches choke the word 
and so he produces nothing. And the 
one who received the seed in rich 
soil is the man who hears the word 
and understands it; he is the one who 
yields a harvest and produces now a 
hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st, 3rd Sundays 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am 

Tuesday 1st week 9.00am and 9.45am
(later Mass followed by Tuesday Chats) 

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 9.00am (St John’s School)

Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd, 4th Sunday 4.00pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.00am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

EXPLORING THE WORD
This parable would have had a great 
appeal to the rural population living 
on the fertile land around the Sea of 
Galilee. There, the gentle undulat-
ing hills are green and verdant. This 
is a sharp contrast to the desert 
wilderness of the southern part of 
the province of Judea around 
Jerusalem. 
Jesus explains the meaning of the 
parable of the sower. The different 
soils represent different human 
responses to hearing the word of 
God. The message is that, despite 
some failures, the sower’s work 
ultimately succeeds. Not everyone 
is open to receiving the word and 
acting on it but there is encourage-
ment for those who allow the word 
to take root and bear fruit. 

DID YOU KNOW?
• A parable is a simple human story 

with a profound meaning.
• Parables were a familiar way of 

teaching in the time of Jesus and 
some images had set meanings. 
For example, a vineyard, sons or 
servants represented Israel, while 
a master, king or father 
represented God. 

• Chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel 
contains numerous parables 
describing the kingdom of 
heaven. 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
( 17 - 23 July)

• Monday, 17: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 15 (Ex 1:8-14, 22; Mt 10:34 - 
11:1)

• Tuesday, 18: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 15 (Ex 2:1-15; Mt 11:20-24)

• Wednesday, 19: Weekday, 
Ordinary Time 15 (Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; 
Mt 11:25-27)

• Thursday, 20: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 15 (Ex 3:13-20; Mt 11:28-30)

• Friday, 21: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 15 (Ex 11:10 - 12:14; Mt 
12:1-8)

• Saturday, 22: St Mary Magdalene 
(Song 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18)

• Sunday 23: 16th SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Wis 12:13, 
16-19; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43)
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